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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE CLAIMS BY AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN 

REF: VIENTIANE 41 18 

1. GIVEN THE UNSETTLED CONDITIONS IN LAOS, THE CONCERN OF 
LOCAL AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN REGARDING POSSIBLE NATIONALIZA- 
TION OR EXPROPRIATION IS UNDERSTANDABLE. IN RESPONDING 

TO INQUIRIES, WE SUGGEST YOU ADVISE AMERICAN FIRMS TO 
MAINTAIN ACCURATE INVENTORIES OF THEIR HOLDINGS AND AN 
EVALUATION OF PHYSICAL ASSETS IN PRESENT CONDITION IN A 
SAFE PLACE, PREFERABLY OUTSIDE OF LAOS. WE DO NOT FEEL 
IT NECESSARY THAT ANY FORMAL LISTING BE SUBMITTED TO THE 
EMBASSY OR THE DEPARTMENT AT THIS TIME. 

2. IT IS OF COURSE NOT POSSIBLE TO PREDICT PRECISE 
COURSE OF EVENTS SHOULD AMERICAN PROPERTY ACTUALLY BE 
SEIZED WITHOUT PROPER COMPENSATION. SHOULD SUCH ACTION 
ACTUALLY TAKE PLACE WE SUGGEST THAT AMERICAN FIRMS IN- 
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AFFAIRS, EB/IFD/OIA) FOR MORE SPECIFIC GUIDANCE. IN THE 
MEANWHILE, YOU CAN ASSURE LOCAL BUSINESSMEN THAT WE ARE 
CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR SITUATION AND WILL DO ALL THAT WE 
CAN TO SAFEGUARD THEIR LEGITIMATE INTERESTS. KISSINGER 
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